H. M.S5. HERMES,
¢/o G.P.O.LonDON,

My dear Jimmie, 2a7 B85,
As youn haye probably heard by now, I am on

my way home, At the moment we are getting near
Aden, which w2 hope to reach tomorrow night if we
ksep up our present rate of progress.

I don't know whethsr Daddy has told you,
there is a wvery good chance of my coming out to
se2 you all soon if I can rake up enough money
for the trip. I shall have to go on half-pay
for a few months, b=cause they could not give me

enough leave to maks it worth while.
Last night we changed course for ths lorth

and th2 ship started to roll a bit; my ink-bottle
was the first thing to tumble off the table, and
it rattled round for & while, th?n anothsr ore
joined it and they mede such a row that I had to
get up and stow them away in the end, liext came
a picture which fell off the table into the wast®-
paper baskst, shortly followed by another. I was
absolutely furious by this time, and earnsstly
hoped that thzy were smashed to smithersens, but
they were all right this morning,

TOM THUMB was wvery sscursly lashed down in
the hangar and could not possibly budge an inch
I trembls to think what damage h2 could do 1f he
broks loose and chargsd round the place, as he
weighs two and & halfl tons.

We are having a very cool time so far, much
to everybody's relief ; Hermés can be very hot 1f

the sun shines on the flying deck for any length




of time. , It has luckily been very cloudy with
occasional showers of rain and & vary strong

wind to k2ep the decks cool.
A lot of peopls sle=p in the hangar, partly

because it is cooler and partly because there

js no room for them anywhers 2lze (we are taking
home & lot of men who don't baslong to us, and
who are just taking passags because their tour
of foreigm service has ended). All these psople
were sleeping peacefully the other night with
the front seroplans =-1ift down, so that the air
could rush in and keep the hangar cool. AN
srnormous wave came over the flying-deck, broke
the iron wind scrzen in front of the lift-well,
picked up a 50 footb ladder and threw it into the
hangar, smashing the front firs-scrsen and
flooding the place out. '

e have got a monksy on board somewhars,
but we can't find out who owns it. They are
not allowed, because of all the nasty bugs they
bring with them, It can't b2 caught by putting
food out for it, bscause the ownsr feeds it on
the 8lye.

When all my plans for the trip are made
I hope to get hold of an aeroplans to bring out
with me, but & great deal depends on whether
Daddy knows of anyons who will buy it, b>causs
I couldn't possibly pay for the freight. They
take up a lot of room when they ars pul away
in their boxss, and the shipping people have a
very funny way of charging for things :- they




call twenty cubic feet a ton, no matter what
it weiﬁhs. Well, 1f you taks a cubs with sidsgs
only 2z fest long, that is over a ghlpping ton,

I have got my 2y2 on a new kind of asroplans
which 1s supposed to do over 200 miles an hour,
but they haven't fixed ths priee of it y=t, as
the firm is not twrmning it out for the general
public until they have tried it out. At the
other 2nd of the scals there is an aergplane
that has the engine behind the wing, in the same
way that they used to in the war days, and pesople
say it 1s very nie2 to fly because you can asas
out of it much better than you can out of the
ordinary kind with the engine in front, It will
probably do about 95 milss an hour, which is a
little too slow for touring purposes if you are
going any distance, This last kind is a two-
szatsr with full dual-control, and I think that
there will b2 a big markst for it in Tngland
wh2n people g2t ovsr the 8311ly ideea that they
will gst the 2ngine in their back if it crashes.
That is th® only objection to it at the mome it ,
and it sounds rather stupid to me., -

I sent May a fairly heavy latter by the Ailr
iail from Singapore, I hops that it reaches her
as the stamps ars quite wvaluable, and she can
swop som= of the dollar on=2s with friends,
Insids it thers wers all sorts of Japanese stamps
Chinsse onzs,Iraq onzs and so on, some of them
arz used and soms ars not,.

Th® promotion lists cam® out yesterday, but
I was not vsry excited about them bsecauns2 it will
be years and years bafore they make me a Squadron
Leader, Onz of thz Naval pilots in the Fleet
Alr Arm was promoted to Flight Lisut2nant in the
R.AF, so we all stung him for a drink to




ecelabrate the occasion, It isn't often that one
can gét a half pint of beer for nothing these
hard times, and n2arly everybody took the oppor-
tunity.

Thias is r88lly & terrifiec long lattsr, but
unfortunatzly it doesn't look 1t bscauss of the
elose spacing of the linss., Th2 oth2ra will
probably bs jealous, but I don't writs to you
very often, so I have to make up for it evsry
now and then, If you only knew what agony it is
to 2it in hers end pick out the l=2tters one by
onz you would b2 truly grateful, instsad of
aitting there and thinking ruds things about
my spelling,

Well Jimmis, when the time comes T will
send Daddy a cable to say I am startlng on the
Great Adventure, but w2 will hawvs to walt until
he lets me know that he is ready for me, so
just hurry him up, will you?

. Give my lov: to the rest of the Family, and
if you can make any of them write to me so much

the better,
Good bye for the present, bs good ( well,

fairly good any way )
Byer your lovin%f$rothar
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