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John Sams 
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Fred Honey 

Dick Sitcliffe 

Sid Wilson 

 

John Harper 

Fred Balfour 

Ricky’s Parents 

Ginger Hills 

John Morton 
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W/co Beare 
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Les Bradford 

Tail Gunner 

33 ops 

P.O.Ws 
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Roy E. Hamilton 

Dawsons Creek. B.C. 

Canada 

 

C.F.  Dack 

10 South View 

     East Denton 

          Newcastle.5. 

 

G.R. Allen 

20 King Street 

Swaffham.  Norfolk 
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April 25 

     R.  Self.     Davies 

           Hills     McColl 

                       Roberts 

flt. Test           Wilson 

     X  19.11.   2341               4.30 

Helio  08.42.  0922                 .40 

             1400  1405                 .05. 

Shot up by Helio 

defences.-(Kobrit bombed) 

601 - 244 W. 

Mike 
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“R” is likely the letter ID of the 

plane he flew that day 
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April 28. 

     Crew. P. 

     19:50     02:15                 6.25 

P. Oil U.S. Press. 

Page 3 

“P” could be the letter ID of the 

plane he flew that day 
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 WILL CONTINUE. 

WRITING DIRECT 

TONS LOVE 

Page 3, back 

 

Script of a telegram. They were 

costly, charged by the word 

including ‘STOP’ for a period, i.e. 

this telegram has 6 words. 
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F/LT.  D.J. Brown.   Donald James 

           Clovely, 90 Oxstalls Road 

                Gloncester 

           (had it) 

 

F/Lt.  Henry Neil Blundell 

          Evening Post 

               Wellington N.Z. 

 

David Kirker Bradley 

          44 Maryville Park 

                Belfast 
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Ex Navigator 

P/O J. C. H. Blackburn 

         306 N. Marks St. 

            Fort William. Ontario. 

 

F/O A. M. Beach      D.F.C. 

         4474 W 4
th

. 

            Vancouver  B.C. 

 

                                        DFC. DSO. 

W/Co.  Phillip Robert Beare  

            National Provincial Bank Ltd 

             Claphams Junctions Branch 

Page 5 

 

 

 

Lt. Bob Weigand, U.S. Army 

   1714 Northcutt Ave 

       Cincinnati, Ohio, U.S.A. 
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C/O. John Peter Bailey 

   Mrs. L. Allington 

      c/o 5. Market Hill 

         Cambridge 

 

F/Lt Beale.  H.H.      DFC 

   Papetete Station 

      Se Puia Springs 

         Gisborne . N.Z. 

Page 6 



F/O Frank Malcolm Benitz, DFC – WW-II Experiences - 1942 

Page Image Transcription Notes 

 

[blank - almost] Page 6, back 



F/O Frank Malcolm Benitz, DFC – WW-II Experiences - 1942 

Page Image Transcription Notes 

 

 

 

Jack Norris Cockroft. 

   65 Bayslate Moor Rd. 

      Bamford . Rockdale 

 

2
nd

 Dicky. 

Philip Dawson 

   50 Forest Rd. Aberdeen 

 

M. S. S. Dickinson 

   10 Windmill Lane 

      Ashbourne .  Derbyshire 
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A. MacDonald Hogarth 

   Merton Wells 

      Dalby 

         Queensland 

            Australia 
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         P.G. 78 ! 

Dick Ellis 

   Mr Robert Ellis 

      The Hill 

         Blackford . Carlisle 

 

John George Grey.   DF.C. 

   Milburn Otago 

      N.Z. 

 

W.D. W. Knight 

 2084620 ACW2 Knight J. 

      Hut S.16. 

      SHQ . R.A.F. Weston 

            Lancs. 
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252 Turning Rd. 

   Dulwich.  London SE21 

 

 

Art McKelvey 

   R.A.F. 

      Milfield 

         Northd. Page 8, back 
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J.C. Morton. X  2
nd

 Dicky 

   109 George St. 

      Higher Broughton 

         Salford 8. Lancs. 

 

A.H. Palmer 

   Eston House 

      Eston, Middlesborough 

 

C.S.W. Proctor 

   248 Heath Strt. W. (Apt-5) 

      Toronto 

Page 9 



F/O Frank Malcolm Benitz, DFC – WW-II Experiences - 1942 

Page Image Transcription Notes 

 

 

 

 

W.D. FINLASON 

   366 STKILDA STREET 

      BRIGHTON 

         VICTORIA 

            AUSTRALIA 
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      Ricky 

Ganet Graham Retallack . 

   Mr N.M. Retallack 

      336 Moffat Ave. 

         Verdun, Quebec. 

   Killed on Ops. July ’42. 

 

Stephen Storey . DFC. 

   19 Oliver Rd. 

      Loughborough.  Leicest. 

 

PETER CAMPBELL  

   3. OVERDALE Rd. 

Tripoli  |    Durban 

Bari      |        Natal.  S.A. 
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[sketch] 

 

X 

 

[drawings]         Gauges 

 

Switches     Breaker Switches 

[arrow]      Lockhard Dead 

Landing                        . 

Gear                           . 
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William C. Sproule . 

   Mrs G H. Kaye 

      Grand Bay 

 

1
st
 & Best navigator . 

John Hamilton Sams. 

   Mrs.H. Sams.      DF.C 

      Nearcroft, mear Christchurch 

         Hamps. 

 

H.W. Shillings 

   38 Wandle Court Gardens 

      Beddington.  Surrey 
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1
st
 – 2

nd
 W/Op. 

F/O Richard. L. G .Swtchiffe 

   Fernlea 

      53 London Rd.  Canterbury 

         Kent 

 

H. J. Tait (owes me £7.!) 

   9 Tapioi Strt. 

      Hataitai. Wellington. 

         N.Z. 

 

Neil Doougall Watkins 

   21 Favell Strt. 

      Heathcote 

         Christchurch 

            N.Z. 
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R. G. Lleivellyne 

316 Lincoln St. 

Johnstown, Penna. 

   U.S.A. 

 

LEO B. MARGOLIANT 

427 WASHINGTON ST. 

BROOKLINE, MASS. 

   U.S.A. 
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               DFC? 

Ralph. Stanley White 

   75 Bluken Strt. 

      Orilla. Ontario 

 

Young. Henry Melvin 

   Mrs. H. G. M. Young. 

      117 Fore Strt. 

         Hertford. 

Amesbury 28! 

            D.F.C. Bar. 
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1
st
 W/Op.  30 ops. 

F/Sgt. F.W.G. Honey 

   23 Church Street 

      New Hinksey 

Fred.      Oxon. 

 

E. P. Haynes 

   170 Kinston Road. 

      Oxford. 

2
nd

 Dickey  20 ops. 
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                   83 ½   (12) 

W/Co Bragg 10 -4 -2 

   Hodgson 20 +10 +8 

   Margolian 20 +10 +8 

   Campbell 10 -4 -2 

   Hogarth 10 -2 -2 

   Llewellyn 10 -2 -2 

   Benitz 10 -2 -2 

 

 

            15 

           --- 

            7          2 

Page 14, back 

See page 15, back. 
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Old friend at Driffield 

J. P. Cooper  (Rear Gurnery) 

   Folham House 

      Brighton Road. 

      Sutton. Surrey 

X Jack Robertson’s Crew.  Driff. 

 

F/O 

A. C. Burnett.  DFM. 

   School House 

      Fontley 

         Nr. Fareham   Hants 

 

P.O.W. Bureem 

   B.R. Cross 

      9 Sharia Malika Farida 

         Cairo 
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W/Co. Bragg. T.Brush Posit 8 ½ 

   Hodgson  T.Brush 8 ½ 

   Margolien (20.) 8 ½ 

   Campbell 8 ½ 

   Benitz 8 ½ 

   Hogarth 8 ½ 

   Llewellyn 8 ½ 

   Ink 4 

Toilet Roll 3 

Mirror 5 

T. Paste. 2. 12 

        11 each 83 ½ 
 

Page 15, back 

See page 14, back. 

 

Shopping list: Tooth Brush, Ink, 

Toilet Roll, Mirror, Tooth Paste, & 

8½ of something (beer?). 
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4
th

 Navigator.  Killed on  

                     Ops. Malta. 

G. R. C. Davis 

   2469 Queen Strt. East 

      Toronto 

 

A. McColl  (Killed at Malta) 

   Mr R. McColl 

      7 Kerr St. 

         Paisley   Lancs. 

 

Margaret. 

   P.O. Box. 222 S.W.D.O. 

      Howick Place 

         London. S.W.1. 
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Margaret Douglas (m: Cooper, 

1918 - 2016) 

from estancia “La Panchita”, 

Córdoba, Arg. Malcolm had a soft 

spot for her.  She was in the 

WRNS; unknown to him, she 

worked at Bletchly Park. 

(See his Escape diary, p. 11, 16, & 

17) 
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7
th

 

X _ Air Test 

         F/Sgt Morrison 

            11.55 _ 12.15 .               .20 

 

X   To AQIR 

            12.25 – 1.45.                1.20 

 

8/11/42 

   AQIR – Kabrit. 

         Solo _ 8.30. 9.55.            1.25 

 

9/11 Kabrit to 224 Lt               1.00 

         4 Pass. 

Page 17 

 

“X” could be the letter ID of the 

plane he flew that day 

 

AQIR – (or: Aboukir?) 

Kabrit – (or: L.G.213) important 

base on Suez canal 

L.G.224 –  (or: Cairo West) 20k 

west of Cairo 

 

 

 

13/11  G 

104 to 2224                               1.10 

      Scotty 

 

224 to 104  G                            1.10 

      Cpl – 

      Scotty – 

 

F/O K. P. W. Cope   5
th

 New. 

   Killed on ops. Malta 

   Nov 26   42. 

      Mother in London 

Page 17, back 

 

“G” could be the letter ID of the 

plane he flew that day 

 

L.G.104 – (or: Qotafiyh II) near 

coast 13k west of “El Dabaa” 

L.G.224 – (or: Cairo West) 20k 

west of Cairo 
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16-11-42 G  Self.  104 to Helio      1.45 

               Z8573 Sgt. Harborow 

                              & crew 

 

16-11-42 H. 

             Z8659  Self. Helio             1.15 

                               to 104 

                   +30 crates beer. 

 

17-11-42 G.  P/O Blogg 

                    Sgt. Hawes  to Helio 

                            Clarke 

 

20.    S. 

                   F/Sgt Wiggins               30 

                       4 Pass. 
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“G, H, & S” could be the letter IDs 

of the planes he flew 

 

Helio – (Heliopolis) L.G.218, today 

in north Cairo. 

L.G.104 – near coast 13k west of 

“El Dabaa” 
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Cope  - 6 Can -       48 

            20 Players   10 

                                --- 

                                58 

 

 

      .35 

      .45 

    1.30 
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21/11/4?   P/O Blogg  

                            Bilbeis           1.40 

                            104 

 

22/11/42   Self 

                         Crew 

              Sgt Thrower                 6.05 

                            104 to Malta 

                         4 Pass 
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L.G.104 – near coast 13k west of 

“El Dabaa” 

 



F/O Frank Malcolm Benitz, DFC – WW-II Experiences - 1942 

Page Image Transcription Notes 

 

 

 

F/O HOLLISTER 

      officers mess 

      Eastleigh Aerodrome 

         Nairobi 

            Kenya 

 

 

Sent log-book 
Page 20 

 

 

 

24/11/   Self Ops 

 “S.”  Crew      Bizerta         5.00 

                      Bombs back 

 

24/11/42   “            “             4.15 

      Q                   9006 Dock 

                            2 Sticks. 

26/11/42   Air Test           .40 

26/11/42   ---                  2.50 

26/11/42   ---                  2.45 

Force Landed 

Page 20, back 

 

“S & Q” could be the letter IDs of 

the planes he flew 

 

Bizerta – port north coast of 

Tunisia. 

 

The writing in blue ink was added 

later, after his escape from POW 

camp & return to England. 
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Anne Belcham 

   Flat 17 

      173 Fuad 1
es 

 

         Lamalik 

Tel. 46924 

 

R.A.F. Melfield.   Northd. 

[At least 18 pages torn out between 

pages 20 – 21.] 

 

Page 21  

 

 

Notes to Page 21, back: 

The writing in blue ink was added 

later, after his escape from Italy & 

return to England.  Per his 

anecdotes, (1) he met an Argentine, 

a major in the Italian army, they did 

not get on; (2) he was taken by sub 

to Italy; it stank & the crew were 

terrified of being discovered & 

attacked by the Allies. 
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5/12/42 Picked up. Italian Hosp Ship 

Bill Thrower. Parkinson. Haxton. Jones. 

 

6/12/42 Tripoli. Taken to Surg Hosp. Hair 

Showed & Shave _ in Bed. Stooges in evening 

7/12/42 In bed all day. Shower. Watch taken 

    In evening to Med Hosp. 

8/12/42 In bed all day. Given Italian Uniform 

9/12/42 Taken to Trig el Terhim in afternoon 

    crew & 20 prisoners to Swanee 

9-18/12/42  All 7 officers & 9 men to Terhume 

    50 m.S.Tripoli. Lorry broke down on way 

    Met Mather & Maloney. No food for supper 

19/.  Shower – better food. 

20/  To Comm Talopa to await sub. Met 
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 A B C D E F G H I J 

1          2 

2         2  

3        3   

4   2 1 1 1 1 1   

5   2 1 1      

6   2 1 1      

7           

8         2  

9           

10          # 
 

Back-cover, inside 
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Back-cover 

 

 

15/10/43 

Col. Simmonds.   Termoli 

Capt McKenna           “ 

Major Fellingham 

    

         N  Section 

C/O TAU. HQ “A” Force 

                HQ 15 Army Group 

                                near Bari 

Scrap 

 

(see his escape from POW camp) 
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Amesbury  ‘29 – ‘32 

 

Carroll Mather 

      Myddelton. 

      Rockhampton. 

         London S.W.15 

Scrap, back 

 


